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A SHORT ADDRESS TO THE PATRONS 
AND READERS OF THE WESLEYAN 
REPOSITORY- 

We hope that this number will 
not offend any of its readers. Indul- 
gence is craved while we say a lit- 
tle by way of explanation. It is cer- 
tainly not our design to offend by 
publishing articles which expose er- 
ror, or subserve truth. If we miss 
our way, our columns are open to 
animadversions. What more will the 
intelligent require? Have all our 
readers accompanied truth to its 
goal? If we have not, it behoves us 
to follow it in its straight-forward 
course, turning neither to the right 
hand nor to the left. There is no ne- 
cessity, while we have the New ‘Tes- 
tament, of setting out on a pilgrim- 
age, unprovided with a guide, in or- 
der to find truth located in the ex. 
ternals of a human system. ‘“ We 
take the Bible.’? You do well. A hu- 
man system is not our bible. You 
take the spiritual part of Methodism. 

You do well, make the best of the e- 

pitome of doctrines derived from the 
New Testament. We hope to live 
practising what these doctrines en- 
join. You believe that * there is no 
other name under heaven given a- 
mong men, whereby we must besaved, 
but the name of Jesus.”? We believe 
the same. You respect the itinerant 
ministry. We love the faithful itine- 





rant who proclaims redemption thro’ 
Christ. Youhave never objected to 
the public and private means of 
grace; neither have we. Bui per- 
mit us, with all possible sincerity, to 
say, that we do not think cur exter- 
nal economy is so perfect, as to make 
it necessary for any one to deprive 
writers and friends of their inherent 
right to think, speak, write, and pub- 
lish. Weclaim no exemption from 
responsibility—all we claim is the 
privilege of freemen—of christians. 
Who is disposed to deny us this pri- 
vilege ?) Who will persecute us for 
exercising it? No one, whom we can 
justly esteem, either on account of 
their piety or good sense. Every one 
that doeth evil, hateth the light.’ 
‘*He that doeth truth, cometh to 
the light.””’. Some will not endure 
eyund words, they would put many 
to shame, they would risk every 
thing rather than be at the pains to 
hear, or to consider. If a Nathan 
reproves them, they would take hint 
by the throat. But we are for peace, 
and for that which ministers to uni- 

ty. We pray you, brethren, count us 

not an enemy because we publisls 
what we conceive to be truth. Reli- 
gion’s voice pleads for light, because 
LIGHT manifests TRUTH in alb 

its lovely and unfading features. 

Strange that any should be fright- 

ened, and dee from the heavenly 

messenger, 
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Man only is the common foe of man.” 


Of this mavy persons have said much, every body something, and no 
man enough. What is now said, is by debt of justice.” 


THE GOSPEL, was first publish- 
ed in all its plenitude of alvation 
on the day ef Pentecost, when under 
one discourse the conversion of three 
thousand souls was effected. From 
that day until the legal establish- 
ment of christianity under Constan- 
tine in the fourth century, how mali- 
cious and formidable were the ghost- 
Jy and human enemies of the chris- 
tian faith! What annoyances and af- 
flictions, what bitter pains, what a- 
cute tortures, what excruciating ago- 
nies, What varied and cruel de: aths 
had been employed against the holy, 
the meek, the merciful disc iples of 
Jesus! What groans and piercing 
cries have even sanctified human suf- 
ferings sent up to the throne of 
God from dungeons, and racks, and 
instruments of torture, from fires, 
and from beneath the lacer eting 
fangs of enraged wild beasts—Oh! 
how complicated have been the in- 
struments of diabolical torture! how 
great the anguish wrung out of thie 
souls of righteous men the victims of 
persecution! 

Let the imagination select one of 
these sufferers, and make his situa- 
tion the object of a close and partic- 
ular enquiry. Let the reader think 
of a fellow creature as susceptible 
as himself of the endearments of life 
in all its various and tender relations, 
and as strongly interested in its fond- 
est and best connections, torn and 
separated ‘from these, bound with 
heavy chains, and immured in the 
damps and darkness of a subterrane- 
ous prison, denied al] intercourse 
with human beings, shut out from 
all the relief which the agonizedsym- 


pathy and affections of wife, chil- 
dren and brethren were waiting and 
weeping to afford. Years have lin- 
gered away and tardily escaped from 
suc!: comfortiess solitudes, and not a 
human voice been heard by the suf- 
ferer, save the threatening tongues of 
the cruel agents of implacable per- 
secution. And now when the soul of 
the prisoner was trying its wings, 
preparatory to its flight to ‘ where 
the wicked cease to trouble” and the 
voice of the oppressor is not heard— 
when human nature was about to re- 
lease the last gasp—the barsof the pri- 
son are removed, a pure atmosphere 
resuscitates life. Let the imagina- 
tion attend the almost naked and al- 
together squalid sufferer from the 
dusgeon to the stake surrounded 
with fuel and incarnate demons. ‘The 
despised, half-expiring christian is 
chained to the stake—the torches are 
applied, the faggots blaze, the mul- 
titude shout for joy, the victim has 
perished under every circumstance 
of contumely and misery with which 
death by infernal and human agency 
could be made dreadful. And “what 
was the crime of a man thus degra- 
ded, tormented and destroyed? He 
was a saint of God. He suffered “ for 
the word of God and the testimony 
of Jesus.” 

The Spirit of truth and holiness 
empowered heroic and meek suffer- 
ers to subdue heathenism and demol- 
ish its temples. But paganism though 
subdued was not exter "minated. Sa- 
tan has been often foijed and defeat- 
ed, but it would seem, judging from 
palpable facts, that he becomes wi- 
ser by experience! In reformed chris~ 
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fendom, he has abandoned the cause 
of pagan aliars. Avowing himself 
the implacable foe of man, armed 
with his spear and lance, he has em- 
barked on a fiery flood accompanied 
by legions of subordinate fiends. 
since A. D. 1330, christians have 
been assailed by thousands of voices 
ail employed to tempt them to em- 


bark on a flood occasionally illumin 
€..)¥ Uashes from hell. Millions have 
é:coarsed and millions of mortals 
be\e perished. Such temptations may 
€ our astonishment whoever may 
L agents of the Destroyer. But 
von the abettors of the Principal, 
ai. the instruments of the agents, 
avsuine to be the disciples of Christ, 
Wicnavarice and blood are associated 
wih the profession of that faith 


w .ich publishes peace,which breathes 
ir all its dictates good will to men, 
and which ts pure and gentle, perva- 
dec in all its obligations by the spi- 
rit of love and mercy, we must wone 
der with an overwhelming amaze. 
ment. And if we wish fora complete 
history of human suffering, and hu- 
man beings, who are eternally ruin- 
ed, we must examine the archives of 
destruction for a record of atrocities 
which have emanated from distilleries 
of grain and fruits. And yetifthe earth 
did not yield her increase of bread, 
human beings would, in civilized 
countries, stagger along, shrivelled 
skeletons, sighing to bite the dust. 
There is perhaps no subject so im- 
perfectly understood as the liberty 
christians have to extract poison 
from the blessings of God’s provi- 
dence, and to gain perishing trea- 
sure at the expense of temporal and 
eternal good—at the cost of bodies 
and souls !! If the metamorphosers of 
grain and fruits do not kindle fag- 
gots to consume the victiins of ten:pt- 
ation,their skilful avarice tempts the 
victims of intemperance into fires in- 
finitely hotter, and of eternal dura- 
tion. Deny it not! Your avocution 
aveu's it—the Bres, aud smoke, and 


drainings of the lees attest it—the fi- 
delity of Heaven is witness to the res- 
ponsibility of your condition. You 
plead religious freedom! Horrible 
freedom! Close thy mouth, OU, bot- 
tomless pit! Satan succeeds! Here 
a man falls into a ditch, another in- 
to the fire, others find ignominious 
deaths suddenly. But the christian 
gets rich, or would get rich by be- 
ing accessary, not intentionally ac- 
cessary, but in fact a profiting co- 
partner in ruining an erring and 
captivated race of immortal beings ! 
If the destroying angel keeps a re- 
gister of the number of victims to 
distilleries, how appalling will be its 
exhibition when every man shall be 
rewarded according to his works. O, 
how dreadful will be the vocifera- 
tions of the destroyed when they lay 
in their charge against the distillers 
of the poor man’s bread! The na- 
ture of a business which spreads des- 
olation all around, the causes of its 
origination and continuance, and the 
tremendous nature of its effects, will 
then be exposed in the hearing of 
angels and men. Who then will con- 
tend for distinctions arising out of 
wealth wrung from the habits of the 
intemperate, the sufferings of widows 
and the fatherless? Who will then 
come forward with credentials to be 
crowned Chief of those who have as- 
sisted destruction? Who will then 
say, Whilst we extorted poison from 
the essential blessings of God’s pr’o- 
vidence, we were ‘the salt of he 
earth’—W hilst we spread the black- 
ness of darkness around us, we were 
as ** cities set on hills.”” Will not Sa- 
tan himself confront them, saying, 
«QO, what annoyances and afflictions 
in families, what poverty, what de- 
gradation, what long continued pri- 
vations, What bitter pains, what com- 
plicated agonies of body and mind, 
what varied and dishonorable deaths 
have resulted from the distillation of 
bread corn and fruits. And ye knew 

it too, for my arts could not cenceat 
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facts from your stupid eyes.” And 
will not Mercy testify, that * the 
victims of distilleries might have 
been saved—for every generation 
Christ died.” JUSTICE will de- 
clare, ** what tears religious wives 
poured out—what groans pious wi- 
dows sent up to heayen from comfort- 
Jess habitations—what piercing cries 
have entered the gates of glory, ut- 
tered by fatherless children destitute 
of bread. And yet the distille:’s in- 
temperate customer might have been 
saved; for every human being the 
Divine Mediator interceded.” O, 
Avarice! OG, Deceit! Christians are 
destroyers of their brethren! Let 
the imagination select one of the 
Ieartyrs to avarice, one of the in- 
teniperate consumers of perverted 
blessings after his leap into the place 
unknown. Now, after having made 
the lepeless condition of the intem- 
perate the object of a close and spe- 
cial enquiry, let not the conscience 
be frightened by the reality of the 
conten:plated ruin! All is lost, eter- 
nally lost. “The redemption of the 
soul is precious and ceaseth forever.” 
And this in mortal, when he first 
became the customer of distillers and 
venders of soul-destroying poisons, 
was as susce;tible of the endear- 


ments of life in all its various and 


tender relations, and as strongly in- 
terested in its fondest and best con- 
nections, as any one of the 15000 dis- 
tillers in the United States, who 
wrought to supply the constant de- 


‘mand caused by drunkenness, and 
“Whose hire was consequent on drun- 


a 


kenness. And even this soul would 
testify, that he might have been sa- 
ved, for with him the holy Spirit 
strove, Warning him against the use 
of ardent liquors. Eecause of being 
a proflable customer and an intem- 
perate consumer of fiery poisons, ob- 
tained by distillers from the essential 
blessings of the Creator of the Uni- 
verse, death tore and separated the 
soul from earth.—We pursue this no 


further. It is too faithful a picture, 
it is too appalling to be contempla- 
ted. Let those pursue the subject, 
Whose business extends the empire of 
death. Let them believe the immuta- 
ble truth of revelation—* no drunk« 
ard hath eternal life. ’ 

The reader is affectionately re- 
quested to contrast the cause of the 
sufferings of primitive christians 
with the cause of the sufferings of 
modern drunkards. Then the eter- 
nal results may be considered. As 
the gospel converted persecutors, the 
church had rest. As far as the gos- 
pel saves the intemperate, the busi- 
ness of distilling bread-corn and vend- 
ing poison is curtailed. Now, what 
shall wesay of these christians who 
contend for the degrading privilege 
of measuring out the enormous quan- 
tities of poison demanded by the ruin- 
ed drunkards. We think there is as 
much piety in their strite and avoca- 
tion, as Was in theirs, who, contended 
for the privilege of placing the first 
match to the fuel which consumed 
human sacrifices! How dreadful is 
the example of some who profess to 
be the disciples of Christ. Shall a 
candidate for eternity speak truth? 
There are christians, who are the 
ministers of the devil’s designs to 
destroy souls! There are ciristians, 
who are attempting to gain wealth 
by acting in direct opposition to 
CHRIST, who came to save and net 
to destroy. There are christians, 
whose daily employments are adding 
to the miseries already in the world. 

lorvible examples on families, on 
the nation, on posterity—in time, 
through eternity. Where is relation- 
ship to CHRIST, where are engage- 
ments to serve him, where does our 
interest lie, where is our gratitude, 
where are our bowels of mercy ! 

Nothing is more common than for 
professing christians to censure 
drunkards. But who would distil ar- 
dent spirits from the precious grain 
and fruits of the carth—who wonld 
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blast the substances which the be- 
nevolence of God confers for the sus- 
tenance of man and beast, if there 
were no drunkards ? What will be- 
come of distilleries when the gospel 
converts the intemperate——when 
«* the knowledge of the Lord covers 
the earth as the waters do the face 
of the great deep?’ If seditions a- 
gainst heaven had not obliterated 
the traces of allegiance to the God 
of nature and grace, if families, 
neighborhoods, villages, towns, Ci- 
ties, were not devastated by intem- 


perance, traders in spirit could not 


annually vend 33 millions of gallons 
of ardent liquors i in the United States! 
Drunkenness! Who can number its 
victims and its ministers? And yet 
who dare to state plain and every 
day facts? Who will venture to rea- 
son from these facts? Who dare to 
push the principles of the gospel on 
the consciences of men? Reasoning 
from such premises will be scouted, 
as being quite too forcible and con- 
clusive. You may corroborate truth 
by actual experience. But the testi- 
mony of experience will be too 
infallible and public! ‘Turn we then 
to the word of the Lord. ‘This word 
abridges human liberty / The plea is 
at hand **We are engaged in a legal 
traflic.’ And will you finally ‘a 
judged by human laws? What would 
you think of a man whoshould profess 
to love his Redeemer sincer: ‘ly, and 
his neighbors as himself, and, to es- 
tablish his claim to this praise, should 
distil all his grain and fruit for the 
express purpose of gratuitously fill 
ing his neighbors’ bottles, till all his 
ne ighbors were poisoned, and there 
were no more human beings in his im- 
mediate vicinity to receive his whis- 
key—alms ? Now, we should say of 
suchaman, that he wasalmostas inno- 
cent, and certainly more liberal, than 
those who take a price for poison. 
Know you not, that death is as se- 
curely concealed under the covering 
of a legalized commerce in ardent 


spirits, as under the mantle of the 
whiskey charity ? **A legalized com- 
merce !” If the drunkards knew their 
calling, and instead of quenching in 
a monstrous abuse of God’s merci’s 
that spark of reason they have—if, 
instead of setting themselves below 
the very brutes, to the disgrace of 
christianity, and the shame of human 
kind, would prepare to drink of that 
river of pleasure which flows from 
the throne of God, how limited would 
be this legalized commerce in des- 
truction. ** You intend no lfarm !” 
But what signifies the mere empty 
wish that your whiskey may do no 
harm, when your common sense as- 
sures you that your legalized com- 
merce in whiskey does infinite harm 
to multitudes of your brethren—that 
its fatal effects are visibly extended 
through all the ramifications of so- 
ciety, poisoning posterity, and car- 
rying desolation ante eternity. Dat 
you intend no harm! And what harm 
do they intend, whose glory is 
their shame,”? ** whose god is them 
belly,”? ** whose end is destruction;” 
<The y think it strange that ye run 
not to the same excess “af rea A But 
the Apostle says ‘1 have written 
to you, if any one that is called a 
brother bea Drunkard, with such 
an one not to keep company, nor to 
eat with him.”? A Drunkard cannot 
be a christian—* Drunkards shall 
pot inherit eternal life.’ And can 
any one who ministers to drunken- 
ness expect to inherit eternal life? 
** Wo unto him that giveth his ne igh- 
bor drink, that puttest thy bottle to 
him and makest him drunken? 
What would you think of a minister 
of Christ, if such an one ministered 
to drunkenness?) Would you not con- 
demn him? Would you not say it 
was his duty to ‘do good to all 
men”?”—Would you not remind him 
“As ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye also to them likewise” 
“Abstain from all appearance of e- 
vil”—** The face of the Lord is q- 
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gainst them that do evil’’—* Be 
blameless and harmless, the sons of 
God, without rebuke in the midst of 
a crooked and perverse nation, a- 
mong whom ye (ought to) shine as 
lights in the world.”” What! a min- 
iste . deal in * the poison of dragons 
and the cruel venom of asps !”? Christ 
requires the same blamelessness of 
priv«te christians that he does of 
ministers. ** God hath chosen us in 
Christ, that we (all christians) 
should be holy and without blame 
before him in love.” 

But you would not injure the com- 
munity—your object is wealth, or a 
livelihood, and you hope to secure 
the latter at least, without the des- 
truction of human life ! Impossible ! 
‘Thousands annually fall victims to 
ardent spirits—some of these are 
your customers ! You hope you are 
not .ccountable! Your hope is more 
absurd than the most ridiculous em- 
bryo vagary of the fool’s mind. 
**God will bring every work into 
judgement with every secret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be 
evil.’” 

But you would not injure the com- 
munity! why then do you send the 
messengers of death into the midst of 
crowds of insane human beings? 
Your gain is in proportion to the in- 
jury done the community. Recollect, 
neither the sober part of the commu- 
nity, nor those who are the disciples 
of Christ, are your customers. 
Drunkenness has created, and sus- 
tains the demand for your ardent 
spirits—your ardent spirits destroy 
those for whom Christ died. And 
can you suppose Christ has not a con- 
troversy with you? You may not 
design to injure the community, but 
you can gain only in so far as the 
community is injured by your li- 
quors. It is impossible to resist the 
conclusion, that by injuring the com- 
munity, the distiller, and the major- 

ity of retailers gain their wealth, 
** There is no difference between kill. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION AT EDENTON, N. C. 


ing with a spear, and fixing a speay 
so that it will kill.” O, how Uile 
do the lives of human beings w 
when put in the balance with se -.- 
interest! It is horrible, to thir 

a whole Jand being inundate. 
floods of ardent spirits. If the te 
may be spoken, machinations agai: 
human life are going forward at «is 
tilleries, and in divers other places. 
In all these places are the marks, 
he indelible marks of blood-euilti- 
ness. PLAIN TRUTH, 

22 a a——— 
MR EDITOR, 
The enclosed lines from 

Doctor Billings, Edenton, (N. C.) 
published in «The Latter day Lumi- 
nary,” have cheered the hearts of 
many of the real friends of Zion. By 
giving them a place in your valuable 
paper, you will confer a favor. 

The second extract, being an ac- 
count ofa * Revival of religion in 
Bordenton, N. J.’ I hope you will 
find it convenient to insert, justice 
and truth requiring that some errors 
of that statement be corrected. How- 
ever unpleasant the duty, [ sjiali 
send a few remarks fer publication 
in your XII. No. 


“-f - SS FHF « 


A Supscriber. 

From the Latier-day Luminary. 

Edenton has about two thousand 
inhabitants, say one thousand whites. 
Of these but about five hundred go to 
any place of public worship, and are 
equally divided between the Episco- 
palians, Methodists, and ourselves. 
However, our congregation increa- 
ses, and we are living in the utmost 
harmony with the other denomina- 
tions; and, if | am not mistaken, we 
shali soon have a revival among us. 
I was yesterday about twenty-two 
miles from home, at achurch called 
Wiccacon, where a revival has broke 
out. Such a scene I never before be- 
held. There were four ministers pre- 
sent. Brother Spivey and myself 
preached to about two thousand peo- 
ple in the open air, but the cries af 
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the people at last totally overwhelm- 
ed us. Some despairing —some cry- 
ing for mercy—others rejoicing— 
some saying they had found Him— 
others exclaiming glory, glory, glo- 
ry, &c. Young men by dozens hold- 
ing each other, weeping, groaning, 
and rejoicing! The old members, 
men and women, embracing each 
other, weeping and rejoicing. Some 
of us kept the stage, others went a- 
mong the distressed. In a word, we 
preached, prayed, sung and exhort- 
ed till we were all entirely exhaust- 
ed. We assembled at 10 o’clock, and 
departed about two, leaving not less 
than five hundred persons under va- 
rious exercises of mind—the male 
and female members staying to ex- 
hort and pray with them. 

Brother Meredith is succeeding at 
Newbern beyond expectation. I re- 
ceived two letters last week from 
him ; a revival has broke out there. 
He has baptised cight or ten, and 
there is a general inquiry. 


—2 


Revivator Rericionin Borpex- 
ton, N. J. 


«‘Some years since, the doctrines of 
the everlasting gospel were pro- 
claimed in Bordenton in their puri- 
ty. But for the space of nine years 
back, the prince of darkness has 
swayed his sceptre there without* 
molestation, except from occasional 
preaching. In June or July, 1819, 
several students of the Baptist The- 
ological Institution in Philadelphia 
visited that place, endeavoring, in 
the fear and strength of the Lord, to 
erect the standard of the cross. 





* During those nine years, and four years 
prior to them, the Methodists had regular 
pre: aching in Bordenton ; and whether * the 
prince of darkness’ was molested or not, 
they have (and al) in the place who had a- 


by sense of religion) had cause to know that 


his children were very much molested, 
whether they classed witi the profane or 
worldly hearted formalist 


Meetings for worship were soon 
established, a respectable audience 
usually assembled, divine service 
was regularly observed three time- 
on every Lordsday, and a general at- 
tention to the word was excited.” 

From * The Latter-day Luminary” 
for May, 1821 

A SuBscRIBERe 

——e 2 a — 
FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 

The following IMPORT- 
ANT QUESTIONS are copied from 
an English Magazine, but not know- 
ing where to find any subsequent 
numbers of that work, I should be 
heartily pleased, if some of your cor- 
respondents would reply to each of 
the queries, A NOVICE, 

Quest. 1. How am I to distinguish 
the evil propensities of my heart 
from the temptations of Satan? 

Quest. 2. Tow am I to distinguish 
the operations of the Spirit of God 
from what is called Conscience ? 

—ay 6) > 
JUDGMENT ACCOMPANIED BY MERCY. 
To the Editor of the English Metho- 
dist Vazazine. 


The following account may be in} 
structive to some of your numerous 
readers 3; and as the authenticity 
of similar narratives, inserted in 
the Magazine, has been repeatediy 
questione “dl by the incredulous, for 
want of suilicicnt testimony to sup- 
port it, | have authority tw reier a- 
ny doubtful reader toy evidence ef 
the following facts to Mr Eprerr, 
No. 2, Brewer-street, Pimlico, who 
witnessed several of them, and who 
is one of the leaders of our Socicty 
at Chelsea. J. C. BurGeEss. 

Chelsea, Feb. 16, 1821. 

A man of the name of M‘Douegall, 
whe had been a soldier, and early in 
life a member of the Methodist So- 
cjety, by being separated from reli- 
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gious friends, and giving way to the 
numerous icmptations with which he 
was surrounded in the army, when 
abroad, had graduaily backslidden 
from the ways of righteousness, and 
becaine at iast grossly wicked. At 
the time wien he returned to Eng- 
Jaud, aud was settled in Chelsea, 

With a smaii pension, he seemed to 
be wholly destitute of religious feel- 
ing. Being extremely poor, uis wile 
and himself endeavored, by making 
matches, to augment their scanty 
pittance, so inadequate to their sup- 
port. It nappened that a charitable 
Jady in the neighborhood gave 
M+ Vougaii’s wife regular orders for 
matches, specially requiring that 
they should make them very neatly, 
and amply remanerating them by 
giving them money aud food, far ex- 
cee! ding the value of the matches. On 
one occasion the woman ovserved to 
her husband, that tue matches he 
was tien making for the lady were 
notsuiliciently neat. He tried to make 

others better, but she still ailirmed 

that they would not do. On her say- 

ing this to him repeatedly, M*Dou- 
gail was much irritated, threw the 
wood and the knife from him, and 

said, “1 wish my right arm may rot 
offirom my shoulder if ever 1 make 
another match.”—His wife immedi- 
ately vemonstrated with him on so 
rash and profane a declaration ; but 
he scoffed at her, and said, ** Let me 
have none of your Methodist non- 
sense |? 

She endeavored, however, as he 
had uttered so horrid an impreca- 
tion, to dissuade him from making 
more matches, and removed the wood 
and knives out of his way, but to no 
purpose; for the next morning he 
began to work again at his usual em- 
ployment, and continued so to work 
on tiat and the following day. On the 
third morning, when he began to 
work, he felt a violent pain in 
his right arm, which increased inso- 
mach, that he went to a surgeony 


JUDGMENT ACCOMPAN 


. been athome a day or two, he 


NIED BY MERCY. 


from whom he obtained advice and, 
an embrocation. The remedies an- 
plied were, however, unavailing : 
tue arm swelled very much, and 
three large wounds soon appeared in 
it. He tie n gained admission to St. 
wreorge’s Hospital, and was told that 
unless his arm was immediately am- 
putated he must die. When he heard 
this, he was alarmed; the possibili- 
ty of his dying, even after the aun pu- 
tation, aroused his stupid conscienc es 
his ** sins stood in array before him, 
and they were as a sore burden, in- 
tolerable to bear.’ In this state, he 
attempted to pray, and was encour- 
aged; the fervor of his petitions for 
mercy tacreased ; he became impor- 
tunate, ah there appeared reason, 
from his own statement, to hope that 
he was heard. He was delivered 
from the load of his accumulated 
guilt, and rejoiced in an humble as- 
surance of the mercy of that Gop, 
from whom he had so awfully revolt- 
ed. When one of our brethren first 
visited him at the hospital, his mind 
Was tnanagony,partly froin fear of the. 
amputation, and partly froin the ter- 
rors of aguilty conscience. Saiserm, 
as the V isitor saw, Was in a shock- 
ing state, much swelled, and co- 
vered with large and deep wounds ; 
insomuch that it might be said to be 
really * rotting off’ When the same 
person visited hima second time, a 
great change had taken place. As 
soon as he saw the Visitor, he ex- 
claimed, ** Gop is with me; I am 
happy; IL believe my sins are for- 
given. My arm has been taken off ; 
and the Lorp so supported me when 
under the operation, that I felt but 
little pain.” 

M‘Dougall soon recovered, and 
came out of the hospital; but the 
days of his appointed time on earth 
were completed ; for after he had 
aught 
a fever, of which he died in a short 
period. However, it is believed by 
the friend alluded to, who repeatedly 
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THOUGHTS ON DEVOTION. 


visited him, that he expired in the 

Faith and Hope of the Gospel. 

On reading this account, every 
reader may say, “*Is not this a 
brand plucked from the fire.”’—And 
does it not teach us the sin and pre- 
sumption of uttering rash and impi- 
ous imprecations ? May we not, in 
such a case, warrantably recollect, 
not for the purpose of censuring o- 
thers, but for that of admonishing 
ourselves, the words of the Psalmist, 
«6 Phe Lorp is known by the judg- 
ment which he executeth !? What a 
confort is it to such as penitently 
confess their sins, and seek his favor 
in Curist Jesus, that even * in 
wrath he remembers mercy.” 

The following sentiments on Devo- 
tion were written by the Rev. Mr 
Benner, a pious clergyman of the 
church of England. 

Thoughts on Devotion. 


Devotion, considered simply in it- 
self, is an intercourse between the 
creature and the Creator? between 
the supreme, self-existent, incon- 
ceiveavie Spirit, who formed and 
Wio preserves the universe; and 
that particular spirit, with which, 
for awful reasons, he has animated a 
portion of matler upon earth, to give 
existence to inan. [tis an act, in 
Which the soul divests itself of out- 
ward things; flies into heaven ; ac- 
Knowledges its guilt; and pours 
forth all its wants,wishes, hopes, and 
icars, into the bosom of an alinighty 
friend. : 
Though this devotion, in its first 
stages, may be a wearisome or insipid 
exercise, yet this arises merely from 
the depravity of our nature, or the 
influence of our passions. ‘Through 
divine assistance, a little habit will 
overcome this reluctance. When we 
have fairly entered on our journey, 
** the ways of this wisdom will be 
Ways of pleasantness, and all its 
Paths peace.” rue devotion, doubt- 


less, requires a considerable degree 
of abstraction from the world ; hence, 
modern Christians treat it as a vision, 
—hence, many modern writers have 
little of its unction. But it glows in 
the Scriptures ; it warms us in tho 
Fathers; it burned in an Austin ; 
and in many others of those persecu- 
ted Martyrs, who are now with God, 
That we hear little of this true devo- 
tion, is not wonderful. [tf makes ne 
noise in the circles of the learned or 
the elegant. Under a heap of world- 
ly cares, we smother the lovely in- 
fant, and will not let it breathe. Van- 
ity, ambition, pleasure, avarice, 
quench the celestial fire. And these, 
alas! are foo much the god of mor- 
tals. Ever since the world began, 
writers have been amusing us only 
with shadows of this piety instead of 
giving its soul and substance. Super- 
stition has placed it in opinions, cer- 
emonies, austerities, pilgrimages, 
persecution, an august temple, or 
splendid imagery, which have little 
connection with sentiment or spirit. 
Enthusiasin has swelled with unnat- 
ural conceptions, and obtruded a 
spurious offspring on the world, in- 
stead of this engaging child of Rea- 
son and Truth; while the lukewarm 
have rested in a few outward ceremo- 
ties, Which have had no vigor, and, 
as they sprang not from the heart, 
never entered the temple of the Most 
liigh. 

Real piety is of a very diiferent, 
and much more animated nature, It 
looks up to Gods sees, hears, and 
feels him, in every event, in every 
vicissitude, in all places, in all sea- 
sons, upon all occasions. It is theo- 
ry, vivified by experience ; it is faith, 


substantiated by mental enjoyment ; 


it is heaven, transplanted into the 
human bosoms itis the radiance of 
the Divinity, warming and encir- 
cling man; it is the spiritwal sense 
gratified by spiritual sensations, 
Without this, all ceremonies are in- 
ellicacious. Books, prayers, sacra» 
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ments, and meditations, are but a bo- 
dy without a soul; a statute without 
animation. 

That man is capable of such an in- 
tercourse with his Maker, there are 
many living witnesses to prove, with- 
out having recourse to the visions of 
fanatics, or the dreams of enthusi- 
asts. Its source may be as clearly 
ascertained, as those natural causes 

may be aan ered whence visible ef- 
fects result ; and in both cases, the 
reasonings which conduct our enqui- 
ries to their conclusions, are equally 
philosophical. God is a spirit ; so is 
the mind: bodies can have intercourse; 
so can souls. When minds are in 
an assimilating state of purity, 
they have union with their Maker. 
This was the bliss of paradise. Sin 
interrupted it, and holiness must re- 
store it. Toa soul thus disposed, the 
Creator communicates himself, in a 
manner which is as insensible to the 
natural eye, as the falling of dew ; 
but not less refreshing to its secret 
powers, than that is to vegetation. 
he primitive saints are describing 
this, when they speak of their trans- 
ports. David felt it, when he longed 
for God “asthe hart panteth after 
the water-brooks.” St. Paul knew 
it, when he gloried in his tribulations. 
It was embodied in him, when he 
was “carried up into the third hea- 
ven,and heard things not lawful to be 
uttered.” St. Stephen was filled with 
it, when he *‘ saw the heavens open- 
ed,’ and prayed for his murderers. 
By it martyrs were supported, when 
they were stoned and sawed asunder. 
And until we feel it in ourselves, we 
shall never fully know how gra- 
ous the Lord is. If we can acquire 
this spiritual abstraction, we shall 
at once have made our fortune for e- 
ternity. It will be of little moment 
what may be our lot on earth, or what 
the distinguishing vicissitudes of our 
life. Prosperity or adversity, health 
er sickness, honor or disgrace, a cot- 
tage or a palace, will all be so many 


EXTRACT FROM MINUTES OF CONFERENCES, 


instruments of glory. The whole 
creation will become a temple. Ey- 
ery scene and every object wi!! lead 
our minds to God; and in his g¢reat- 
ness and perfection we shal! insensi- 
bly lose the littleness, the glare, and 
tinsel, of all human things. 


——e 


Extrict from the “ Minutes of the 
Annual Conferences of the Methe:tist E- 
piscopal Church,” for the year 1821, 

Bishons and Superintendants.— 4 i//jam 
MM‘ Kendree, Enoch George, Robert R. 
Roberis. 


Travelling Preachers, 977 
Preachers admitted on trial thisyear 139 
remaining on trial 105 


admitted into full connexion &6 


located this year 50 
Deacons 163 
Elders e'ected and ordained this year, 59 
Supernumerary Preachers 22 
Superannuated Preachers, 58 


Ministers expelled from connexion 











this year 5: 
withdrawn a 
died 6 
NUMBERS IN SOCIETY. 
Whites Colored. Total, 
Ohio Conference, 33.957 Zi $4,178 
Missour: do. 7,262 196 J 458 
Tennessee do. 31,105 3.454 34,559 
Mississippi do. 3,443 704 “4 147 
S Carolina do. 22,105 12.485 34, 590 
Virginia do. 18,481 6,459 24,970 
Baltimore do. 28,272 %,1!2 37,684 
Philadelpbia do. 26,571 8254 34,805 
New-York do. 23,134 504 23,638 
N. Englaud do, 19,402 248 19,650 
tsenessee do. 35,355 112 25,467 
Total 39,087 42,059 231,146 
Total last year * 259,890 
Increase this year 21,256 





* In this calculation, the error in the Mis 
nutes of last year is corrected. 
ag 2S 
FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 


Obsolete Rules. 
MR EDITOR, 


In the general, I admire the 
METHODIST DISCIPLINE, yet there 
are several rules therein which have be- 
come quite obsolete; and, although this 
book passes through a revisal quadrennially 
by the general conference; yet we find ev~ 
ery new edition contains them. If tuey are 
good and wholesome, why are they not ob- 
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served ? But if thev are found to be impro- 
per or unnecessary, why are they not left 
out of the discipline? If one rule may be 
passed over with impunity, why must ano- 
ther be so scrupulously enforced ? 

In Chap. 1. S-c. 22, i! is enjoined that ‘no 

erson who is not a member of our church 
shall be admitted to the communion, without 
examination, and some token given by an 
elder or deacon” Now I have repeatedly 
known the Methodists to administer the 
Lord’s Supper, inviting all the pious of o 
ther denominations to commune, without ta- 
king the least notice of the above rule. 

In chap. 2. sec. 2. “ The official minister 
or fireacter at every quarterly meeting 1s 
required to read the names of those that are 
received and excluded” This rule, I be- 
lieve, is universally disregarded in country 
places. 

In chap.2. sec. 6. “ Every one who has 
charge of a circuit is required to read the 
thourhts ufian dress at least once a year ia] 
every large society.” 1am decidedly oppos- 
ed to gaudy and extravagant apparel, yet, 
if I understand this rule, I should be sorry 
to have it observed. By “ the Thoughts on 
Dress,” I suppose is meant Mr Heasley’s 
thoughts on dress;—When Mr Wesley 
wrote his thoughts on that subject, I doubt 
not but they might have sasely been insisted 
on: But times have altered. What was then 
very costiy and fashionable, may be now ve- 
ry cheap, and entirely out of fashion—for 
instance, Mr Wesley decries in those 
“thoughts” in very decided terms the wear- 
ing of velvet. Now, why does he oppose the 
we ving of velvét? Undoubtedly for the 
best of reasons; velvet was formerly too 
gay and too costly for such christians as he 
designed the Methodists should be. But the 
case is quite altered with respect to this ar- 
ticle; velvetis now considered very ordina- 
ry, and we know it Is very cheap, and it 
wears so much better than any thing else a 
man can buy, that if he would be frugal, he 
ought to wear velvet. I venerate the saint- 
ly name of Wesley, and am fully persuaded 
had he lived in our day, he would not have 
discouraged the use of velvet ! 

One of the duties of a steward (page 176. 
20. ed.) is to register the marriages and 
bapiisms. ‘This rule mav be observed in 
some places for aught I know: Butl fear 
it is generally neglected. Which neglect I 
think almost unpardonable. As to marria- 
ges, where they are registered by the clerk 
of the county court, it is not so material. 
But in some places, as tor instance, in the 
state of Maryland, where I now write, there 
is no record made of most of the marriages; 
for the law does not enjoin it, and our church 
does not do it, although it is there enjoined. 

And if baptism is of so much importance, 


and we acmit infants to this holy rite, rea- 
son says there ought tobe arecord of it 
somewhere ; for it isi!mpossible for them to 
remember when it was performed upon 
them. The recording of the baptisms would 
be a great convenience also in after fife, as 
a reference to know a person’s age, provi- 
deded the age, as well as the mame, of the 
child was recorded on the steward’s book, 
which ought to be done. I do not blame the 
stewards exclusively for this shameful ne- 
glect; the preachers must bear their part, 
for if they donot bringin the names, &c. 
how can the stewards register them ? 
ECCLESIASTICUS, 
Snow- fill, ( Md.) August, 1821, 
——at GD ae 
FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 
On Church Government, 
NO. IIle 


“ Rehrove one that hath Understanding 
and he will understand Knowledge.” “ He 
that regard: th refiroof is wise.” 

Tothe ‘ Animadversions” published in 
the X. No. of this paper, I have no objec- 
tions. Between their author and myself 
there is not a shade of difference. Oshers 
have misunderstood me. Of the great E- 
vangelists, Wesley, Coke, and Asbury, I 
would not speak disrespectfally. Far be it 
from me. I revere the memory of these 
great and good men. The allusions to them, 
if treated with any devree of fairness, can 
be made to apply only to their national 
predelictions, And of ihe two first named, 1 
hope I may be allowed to say, that they 
were not divested of clerical prejudices. 
Now, these prejudices might not have in- 
jured their usefulness. This, however, is not 
the question with which I am concerned. 
‘The question is, as the great, the holy, and 
the wise, (though not infallible) Wesley. 
was invincibly attached to the church ar 
England, was it possible for his preposses- 
sions, or did they lead him to bestow on the 
Methodist church in America such a form 
of church government as is best suited to 
our Condition—as is most conducive to our 
union and prosperity ? Is this form as per- 
fect as the laws of the Medes and Persians, 
so that it never has or will require altera 
tion? Prayers were once read by the Me- 
thodist Preachers in the provinces, and for 

afew times after our independence; but 
when it was found that the Preachers could 
pray with the spirit, and with the under- 
standing also, without book, the book was 
laid on the shelf. May not other amend 
nients be necessary ? 

It is said my essays lead toschism. I dep- 
recate schism. But what is schism ? Surely 
you would net calla friendly interchange, 
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of sentiments a schism. The friends of 
schism are to be sought for among the ene- 
mies of enquiry, the foes of investigation, 
who licence menaces to act as jailors, that 
they may thrust conscientious scruples into 
prison, and bind them in stocks. While I 
have the free use of my mind and members, 
TI may be permitted to say, that the church 
of England, when it separated from the Pa- 
pacy, retained many a papist vestment, tu- 
nic, and cowl. The Episcopal church in 
this country has cast some of these from 
her. Aad who would suspect that Method. 
ism, with all hersimplicity, is tound arrayed 
with monks’ hoods! What more could have 
been expected, if we had been infallible for 
a thousand vears? One of the Archbishops 
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, refused to 
make any alteration in the church service, 
in favor of the puritans, lest it should be 
said the church had erred! 

By turning to chap. 4, section 3, of our 
discipline, lread of the ‘Form and manner 
of urdaining a bishop,” which is as follows: 
«Then the bishops ard elders present shall 
Jay their bands upon the head of the clect- 
ed pesson kneeling before them upon his 
knees, the bishop saying, RECEIVE THE 
Hoty GuosT FOR THE OFFICE AND WORK 
OF A BISHOP inthe church of God, now 
ecommiticd unto thee by the IMPOSITION OF 
©UR HANDS, in the name of the FATHER, 
and of the Son, and of the Hoty Guosr. 
Amen. Ani r member that thou stir up the 
grace ot Gon which is g-ven thee by the IM- 
POSITION OF OUR HANDS; for God hath 
not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, 
and love, and soberness.” 

At the ordination of a firiest, in the church 
of England, the same words, ** Receive the 
Holy Ghost,” &c. are repeated. I now re- 
quest the liberty of quoting from a sensible 
Wesleyan Methodist Preacher, who has 
Written on this subject :— 

* Nelson (an able English writer on 
ehurch affairs) says, that the words * Re 
ecive thou the Holy Ghost, &c. are m none 
of the ancient rituals.’ In fact, there is no 
evidence whatever, that the clergy affected 
to give the spirit before the thirteenth cen- 
tury ; but when they had claimed the titles, 
it is no wonder that they usurped the pre- 
rogatives of the Supreme Being. Our Eng- 
lish form of ordination, it is well known, is 
taken from the Roman pontifical, After all 
the talk, therefore, of Jesus Christ giving 
bishops the power to confer the Holy Spi- 
yit, their -uthority is derived, not from the 
gospel according to the evangelists, but 
from the gospel according to the popes. 

“There is some controversy among 
echurchr.e about the meaning of the words 
‘receive,’ &c. ‘Vhe moderate party insist, 
that it is the office, and not the divine Spirit, 


that is given by the imposition of hands 
and that the words‘ receive,’ &c. are to be 
understood as a pious wish or prayer. If 
this explanation be admitted, it is reasona- 
ble to enquire, why any other person may 
not perform the ceremony of ordination just 
as well as a bishop? No text of scripture 
can be quoted, which vests in bishops the 
exclusive power of making bishops, or dea- 
cons. 

‘But the general sentiment relative to the 
form of ordination is, tht the bishop con- 
fers the Holy Spirit by the laying on 
of hands; and it must be confessed, tiis 
seems to be the plain and obvious meaning 
of the words. The phrase, “Receive ve the 
Holy Ghost,” is addressed to the person to 
be ord uned, and not to God ; and instead of 
expressing a wish, it is dafierative 

It is scarcely credible, that the greatest 
dunce would employ such terms, either in 
prayer to heaven, or in wishes toa friend, 
All the advocates for the succession lodge 
the power of giving the Holy Ghost in the 
hands of the bishops, and this high power is 
claied by their lordships, and admitted by 
their .dmirers, 

“It is quite natural to suppose, that bi- 
shops would not affect such powers, if their 
lordships had not the clearest warrant of 
hely scripture to support them! Let us 
then proceed to investigate this subject. 

* Considerable stress is laid upon Matt, 
AXVIII 19, 20.** Ge ye therefore and teack 
all nations, baptising them in tue name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost ; teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I command you ; and, lo! J am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.” Now, in the name of common sense, 
what does this text say about bishops, or- 
dination, or the sunjection of the spirit te 
the will of man? ‘The words contain a pre- 
cepttoteach the nations as well asa pro- 
mise of the divine presence. 

* ‘There is a promise full as strong as this 
made to every christian, nHeb. X{I11. 5. ‘He 
hath said, I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee.’ Does this gracious declaration autho- 
rise every pious man, or woman, to ordain 
ministers for the church, and inspire them 
with the Holy Spirit ? 

“Another text is John XIV. 16, 17. “I 
Will pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another comforter, that he may abide with 
you forever ; even the spirit of truth.” Itis 
not said that this heavenly comforter is gi- 
ven by bishops, but by God. This promise 
is extended in the following verses to chris- 
tians generally :—* He that hath my com- 
mandments, and keefieth them, he it is tnat 
loveth me ; and he that loveth me, shall be 
loved of my Father, and I will love him, 
and wilt manifest myself ta him, It aman 
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Yove me he will keep my words, and my 
Father will love him, an: we will come un- 
to him, avd make our abode with him.” P»i- 
vate christitns are as much interested in 
these promises as priests, and either both, 
or neither, of the parties are authorized by 
them: tc impart the gitt of the Holy Ghost. 

* Some have supposed that the promise 
of Christ, to be with the apostles “ always, 
even to the end of the world,”’ was not made 
to the me”. whe all died soon after, but to 
the afiosrolic office, which was to continue 
to the end of time. For the same reason the 
other promise (John XIV, 16, 17.) must be 
interpreted m the same manner. Here isa 
difficulty,—how can an office be a recipient 
of promuses 5 and, particularly, how can an 
office be comforied ! By parity of reason- 
ing, vie general promises of divine support 
and consolatioa are not made to christians, 
but to the profession of christianity ; the 
profession is tobe strengthened, and the 
profession is to be comforted! By uniting 
the divine presence to the office, instead of 
the man, an objection to the validity of the 
Ministrations of wicked priests is answered. 
Christ is in the office, aid, therefore, the 
service is efficacious, though the devil be in 
the officer! W ith equal propriety it may be 
affirmed that the profession of christianity, 
as being the subject of christian promises, 
will be saved, though the professors, as be- 
ing destitute of personal virtue, will be 
damned ! 

«« Some persons, not much rexd in church 
divinity, will suspect, if no authority be pro- 
duced, that the author is speaking here 
without book. Bishop Beveridge, in his ser- 
mon on Matt. XXVIII. 18, 19. applies the 
promise to the apostolic office ; and, on that 
ground, apologizes tor the ministrations of 
wicked priests. But to give a modern in- 
stance: Lhe Rev. Henry Phillpots, rector 
ef Gates-Head, vicar of Bishop Middle- 
ham, and domestic chaplain to the bishop of 
Durham, in a sermon, preached betore the 
bishop of St. David’s, at the consecration 
of a new church at Walls-end, in the year 
1809, avows these sentiments :—** It was to 
the office apostolical,(says MrPhillpots, )that 
th:s great promise was made. ‘This then is 
the office, to which the promise of our Lord 
was made, that He would be with it even to 
the end of the world ;—with it, that is, not so 
as peculiarly to favor the frersons of those 
that are invested with it, but so as to make 
the office itself effectual to the great purpo- 
ses for which it was constituted. For them 
{the ministers] it is very possible, that they 
may be themselves cas¢t-aways, and yet they 
may be Aumd/e instru;ents in God’s hand, 
to communicate the saving knowledge of his 
truth to thousands. It is not personal holi- 
ness, it is not even acai fer God’s koner, aud 


for the salvation of men (how much svever 
it may be the bounden duty of ministers to 
pray and labor after those graces ; and how 
tremendous soever may be the danger te 
ourselves, if we miss obtaining them,) yet 
it is not that holiness. nor that zeal, which, 
of themselves, can make any ministerial 
service of the slightest avail.” (Thus far 
Mr Philipots.) If this be true, only put the 
devil into office, and he will make as good a 
marson as the very best of you!” There are 
no pretensions issued from the Methodist 
church of the kindred of Mr Phillpots. But 
if our Bishops do not pretend to confer the 
Holy Spirit, why do they usea form of 
words borrowed from the Roman pontifical 
by English bishops ? ‘The words used in the 
form of ordination are not offered as a peti- 
tion. Every schoolboy knows the language 
of the form is imperative, not supplicatory. 
I hope the next general conference will 
jook into this business. When a handful of 
preachers set out to proclaim salvation thro” 
Christ, we were few, 0 One Was Concern- 
ed what sort of church government was a- 
dopted, or whether any. Now we are nu- 
merous, our affairs and circumstances are 
materially changed. 
A METHODIST, 
—<—— 5 

On the Witness of the Spirit. 

ExTRACTS from a SERMON on Romans 
VIII. 16, 17. by Josepn BurGeEs. 

The Sprit itself beareth witness with our 
spirit that we are the children of God; and if 
children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint 
heirs with Christ. 

“How graciously is the truth, which the 
text Contains, Calculated to save us from the 
fear of death and judgment, and to place us 
in a state of tranquility and holy joy Lefore 
the tribunal of him whose Spirit beareth 
witness with our spirit that we are not only 
children of God, but heirs of God, and joint 
heirs of Christ? ‘his witness, therefore, 
enables us to submit to the trials of life as 
salutary visitations from our heavenly Fa- 
ther, and joyiully to anticipate that period 
when we shal! be put into the possession of 
our heavenly inheritance. The witness of 
the Spirit; the truth to which it bears wit- 
ness ; the causes which prevent our enjoy- 
ment of this blessing, are the subjects, an 
explanation of which will be attempted in 
the following pages. 

I.“ ‘Lhe Spirit itself beareth witness wit! 
our spirit. 

“lhe darkness of the human intellect 
with regard to religion, the depravity ang 
deceitfulness of the heart, as also man’s to- 
tal incapability to do any thing conducive 
to rs Stivamien wathort superhialftral cirgse 
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tion and aid, are truths obviously exemplifi- 
ed in the conduct of fallen man. And hence 
it is undeniably evident, that from the first 
moment when spiritual hght and influence 
are received in the soul, till that period 
when it shall be presented perfect in Christ 
Jesus before the throne of God, the work ot 
salvation is carried on by Divine agency : 
and so Conscious is the believer of this, that 
he lives in a state of absolute and continual 
dependance at the feet of him who says, 
* Without me ye can do nothing.” 

.“ When, in confirmation of this doctrine, 
we descend to particulars, it will appear 
n ore conspicuous, And although we cannot 
explain nor conceive the mode of the Divine 
operation, yet the effects of it are teit and 
seen. “* ‘Lhe wind bloweth where it listeth, 
and thou hearest the sound thereoi, Put 
canst not tell whence it cometh, nor whi- 
ther it goeth : so is every one that is born of 
the Spirit.” 

« ‘The man who is so inattentive that he 
will not suffer the Spirit of ‘ruth tointroduce 
him to himself, remains in a state of igno- 
rance with respect to his real character. 
His sins and negligences he cannot deny, for 
their publicity renders this impossible ; but 
he tells you he is sincere and sound in heart ; 
that his trequent charities willin some mea- 
sure Compensate tor his moral defects ; that 
if in this compensation there be any det- 
ciency, the mercy ot God will supply it: in 
point of excelience, he is superior to many 
of his neighbors 5 and in addition to all this, 
as he acknowledges retormation Is necessa- 
ry, so he intends, at some future period, to 
call into exertion the resources of his mind 
and to become eminently good. ‘Lhe turpi- 
tude of sin, the purity and justice of God, the 
spirituality and extent of the Divine law, the 
uncertainty of future periods, and his abso- 
Jute inability to save himself, are subjects 
which cannot penetrate the obscurity of his 
mind, till he receives from above that hght 
which discovers to him the poljuticn ot his 
conscience, the wickedness of his lite, and his 
consequent guilt in the sight of an Oninis- 
cient Judge. 

“While the Spirit of Truth is thus en- 
lightening his mind, the goodness of God 
leads him to repentance; and such a de- 
sree of gracious power is imparted, as ena- 

les him to evince the sincerity of his repen- 
tance by the renunciation of his iniquities. 
He now looks back with shame and sorrow 
upon his misconduct ; his present sensations, 
arising {rom aconsciousness of his depravity, 
are painfully acute ; he has such an abhor- 
vance of sin, and of himegelf on the account 
of it, that he resists every solicitation to it ; 
endeavors to pluck out the right eye, and to 
cat off the right hand sin; and although in 
djs own esumation he is pow worse than e- 


ON THE WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT. 


ver he was before, yet in the sight of the 
world he is a reformed character. 

This consciousness of his extreme unwor- 
thiness, and the utter incapacity which he 
feels to approach a throne of grace with 
that spirituality and fervor which God re- 
quires, constrain him to acknowledge, » J 
know not what to prav for as I ought ;” but 
the same Spirit which hath thus divested 
him of all seif-confidence, enabies him to 
say, “ Lhe Spirit itself helpeth my intirmi- 
ties, and maketh intercession for me with 
groanings unutterabie.” 

* Now we behold the sinner brovght to 
the mer¢ty-seat by the hand of God. He 
sees, he teels his sin and misery, endeavors 
to flee trom the wrath to come, by shunning 
those sins which would expuse him to it; he 
flees for re,uge to the ope set berore him ; 
the Spirit of grace and of supplication is 
poured upon him; and the language oj his 
heart is, Gou be mercitul to mea sinner! 
‘Lheu why should it be thought a thing in- 
credible with you, thatthe same Spiiil which 
hath brought him into this state, should now 
bear witness with his spirit, that he isa 
chilé ot God ? Is this unreasonable? Does 
it surpass belict ? No; but, on the contr Wy, 
it would be one of the most unaccountable 
things in the universe, if a God of infinite 
compassion would thus expose to full view 
the depravity and misery of our soul, the 
moving of that hell beneath, which meets us 
at our Coming; if he would thus open out 
access to his throne by the blood of Jesus; 
and,by hisown Spirit, place us there as veut 
tent supphants ; yet, after all, abandon us to 
our tears and misery. This be tar firm thee, 
O Lord. Shall not the Judge of ali the earth 
do right? As certainly, therefore, as we 
yield to that Divine attraction w. ich leads 
us tothe blood of sprinkling, so certamly 
shal! we receive that witness which assures 
us of our adoption : that meridian evidence 
which puts our doubts to flight; that ardent 
hope which anticipates the skies. 

«The three grand marks by which the 
reality of this change is proved, deserve 
our attention. ‘Lhe first is, that peace and 
jov in the Holy Ghost which the belic\ cr 
expcriences. Previous to the illumination vf 
his mind, his laughter was wauness, his 
pleasure was pain; his disappointments 
and vexations were nuiwerous. Alternately 
elated and depressed by the momentary tri- 
files of time and sense, be was a stranger to 
spiritual consolations. When aroused to 
an apprehension oi his danger, then there 
was a certain feartul looking for ot judg- 
ment, and fiery indignation, which shail de 
vour the adversaries: Dut now he is lappy 
in a consciousness of the Divine tavor ; he 
has feliowship with the King of Glory, (0 
ainazing, unatterable condescension!) Ne 
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fias access to the throne of grace, and can 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

«The second thing which proves the re- 
ality of this witness, is the sanctification of 
his nature, and the implantation of that 
mind which was also in Christ Jesus. Purity 
and benevolence, meekness and humility, 
have taken up their residence in the soul. 
There alsothe Saviour sits on his throne, 
and has his delights among these children 
of men. There grace reigns through righ- 
teousness unto eternal life; and through 
the medium otf his own experience, this man 
ef God is taught that heavenly truth, ‘* We 
all with open face beholding, as in the mir- 
ror of the gospel, the glory of Immanuel, 
are changed into the same image, from glo- 
ry to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord.” 

“ The genuineness of this witness has a 
third proof in that conspicuous manifestation 
of grace which the conduct of the believer 
presents to the observation of every man in 
the sight of God. He is temperate in all 
things; just in his dealings; humane and 
beneficent to the children of want; aliena- 
ted from the maxims and fashions of this 
world. Freed from censoriousness and from 
a spirit of retaliation, he puts the best con- 
struction he can upon the misconduct of 
others; and when acts of injustice or un- 
kindness committed against him render ev- 
ery extenuation inadmissible, even then, up- 
on the first appearance of repentance and 
reformation, he is ready to forgive. His pi- 
ety is no less apparent; he humbly walks 
with God, and waits upon him in all his ap- 
pointed ordinances: he is alive to ail the 
requirements of the Divine law ;_ and says, 
I come to do thy will, O God. If Providence 
call him to submit to privations, to endure 
afflictions, to conflict with flesh and blood, 
with principalities, and powers, and spiritu- 
al wickedness in high places; and if the 
Lord seem to stand atar off, and to hide 
himself in this day of trouble, in the midst 
of all he says, “ ‘Vhough he slay me, yet will 
I trustin him.” And with this divine confi- 
dence there is an unostentatious display of 
fortitude and patience, of courage and exer- 
tion: unostentatious, because he is constrain- 
etl to acknowledge, Not I, but the grace of 
God which is with me. Now the language 
of St. Paul is truly expressive of his state. 
« Our rejoicing is the testimony of our con- 
science, that in simplicity and godly sinceri- 
ty, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the 
grace of God, we have our Conversation in 
the world.” 

“II. The truth to which the Spirit bears 
witness, is one which embraces the tempo- 
ral, spiritual and eternal interest of the be- 
liever. ‘The infinitude and eternity of glory, 
Tygulting from the relation in whith we 


stand to God as his children and joint heir 
with Christ, are unsearchable. 

** On this part of the subject, therefore, a 
few remarks only will be offered. It may be 
needful to premise, that as these blessings 
are Communicated through the death and 
intercession of the Son of God, and as our 
susceptibility of, and our power to retain 
them, are the effects of a Divine operation 
on the mind, so it is impossible to enjoy 
grace, or to anticipate-glory, unless with the 
apostle we can experimentally say, “ We 
ere justified, we are sanctified in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
God.” 

““A wise and affectionate father, during 
the minority of his son and heir, suppties 
his wants, and ieads him through that course 
of education and discipline which will best 
quality him for the future management and 
enjoyment of his estate. So in consequence 
of our adoption, we may, during our proba- 
tionary state, confidently expect from our 
heavenly Father every necessary good, ev- 
ery necessary information and correction ; 
we may expect, through the guidance and 
control of his superintending Providence, 
that all things shall be rendered conducive 
tv the improvement and felicity of our 
minds ; that they shall work out for usa far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 
And lest we should faint in the day of ad- 
versity, the spirit which ascertains our ac- 
ceptance in the Beloved, cries in our heart, 
Abba, Father. 

* With regard to the manner of our fu- 
ture existence, or what our employments 
and enjoyments will be in the heavenly state 
we cannot form any adequate conjectures, 
perhaps no more than the unborn babe can 
with regard to its future existence in this 
world. But when that which is perfect is 
come, then that which is in part shall be 
done away. When our present inabilities to 
know, and our manifold impediments in the 
pursuit of knowledge, shall no longer retard 
our progress; when the powers and capaci- 
ties of the mind shall be enlarged; when 
we shall see God as he is, and derive from 
his glorious and immediate presence an un- 
Ceasing increase of wisdom and love, of pu- 
rity and bliss; then we shall be able to ex- 
claim with raptures, now inconceivable, 
“‘ Behcld what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us!” 7 be continued. 

—— ear 

“Strive to be what you would be thought 
to be: as you desire to appear at the day of 
judgment, appear at the present in the sight 
ot God. Strive to be great in him, and great 
in yourself. Strive to be greater than what 
you appear to others. Let the world be de- 
ceived in you no otherwise thaa ther arc m 
the stars of heaven.” ; 
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176 SELECTED POETRY. 


The spirit itself beareth witness with our 


spirit that weare the children of God.—Rom. 
viii. 16. 
FATHER, obedient to thy will, 
Inspired with love divine, 
With meekness, peace, and joy, we feel 
That we are truly thine : 
‘Thy spirit by his fruit declares 
Us pardoned and renewed, 
And witness with our spirit bears, 
‘That we are born of God, 


The blood which made our conscience pure, 
Full confideace imparts : 
‘Thy testimony, Lord, is sure 
In all thy children’s hearts. 
The spirit of thy Son within, 
Who Abba Father cries, 
Redeems the faithful soul from sin, 
snd wholly sanctifies. 


And if children then heirs, &c.—viii. 17. 
CHILDREN of God, through Jesx’s love, 


We rise undoubted heirs ; 
His rich in’ieritance above 
He with his brethren shares ; 
His glorious joy, his full reward 
We surely shall cbtain, 
It following our afflicted Lord, 
We die with Curis¢ to reign. 


We are saved by hofie:—viii. 24. 


SAVED by faith we once have been 
From the guilt and power of sin, 
But while the dire root remains, 
Hope our fainting soul sustains : 
"Tempted to give up our snield, 
Saved by hope, we cannot yield, 
Saved by hope, we wait to prove 


All the holiness oflove. C.Wes.zy. 
ey ape 
Written by the late Bishop Horne, at 
an Int. | 


From much-lov’d friends whene’er I part, 
A pensive sadness fills my heart ; 

Past scenes ny fancy wanders o’er, 

And sighs to think they are no more. 


Along the road I musing go, 

©’er many a deep and miry slough. 

The shrouded Moon withdraws her light, 
And leaves me to the gloom of Night. 


An Inn receives me, where unknown, 
J solitary sit me down: 

Many I hear, and some I see, 

I nought to them, they nought to me 


Thus, in these regions of the dead, 
A pilgrim’s wandering life I lead, 
And still at every step declare, 

¥’ve no abiding city here. 

For very far from hence I dwell, 

And therefore bid the world farewél], 












































Finding of all the joys it gives, 

A sad remembrance only lives. 

Rough stumbling-stones my steps o’erthrow, 
And lay a wandering sinner low ; 

Yet still my course to heaven I steer, 

Tho’ neither moon nor stars appear. 

The World is like an Inn; for there 

Men call, and storm, and drink, and swear; 
While undisturb’d a Christian waits, 

And reads, and writes, and meditates, 
Tho’ in the dark oft-times I stray, 

The Lord shall light me on my way 5 

And to the City ot the Sun, 

Conduct me when my journey’s done. 


There by these eyes shall he be seen, 
Who sojourn’d for me in an Inn: 

On Sion’s hill I those shall jail, 
From whom I parted in tie vale. 


Why am I heavy then and sad, 
When thoughts like these should make me 
glad? 
Muse then no more on things below, 
Arise, my soul, and let us go. 
= mR SB 


THE PILGRIM’S HOME, 
Job iii. 17, 18, 19, &c. 


Who so lovely as the Pilgrim, 
Bending ’neath a weight of years ; 
Yet, without a murmur toiling, 
Through this darksome vale of teats: 
Shouting vict’ry, praise, and triamph—~ 
Dewth without his sting appears? 


Pleased he sees the wished-for haven 
Where his every care shall cease ; 
There he soon shail leave his burden, 
Wartare there shall yield to peace! 
Rest, and peace, and joy, and gladness 
Ever, ever to increase. 


In that house for all appointed, 
Grief no mote disturbs the breast ; 
There the wicked cease from troubling, 
There the weary are at rest! 
Rest from labor, pain and sorrow,—herg, 
And here alone possessed. 


Here the pris’ners rest together, 
Nor their stern oppressors hear ; 
Weak and mighty,—lord and servant, 
All in equal states appear: 
Here the Pilgrim proudly sings, the grave 
No more inspires his fear. 


For he soon shall rise exulting, 
Free from Death and Satan’s pow’r 
Soon shall pass the heavenly Jordan, 
Soon shall tread on Canaan’s shore! 
Singing—Glory, honor, power, be to Christ 
forevermore ! 
TRENTON—PRINTED BY J. J. WILSON. 
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